
  

Continued on the other side… 

Pastor Patrick J. Griffiths.........................................................................................................April 15, 2012 

“God is at Work in You” 
Philippians 1:27-2:13 

 

The Book of Philippians 

 
The broadest outline for the larger context looks like this. 
 

I. The exhortation for unity (1:27-30) 
II. The direction for unity (2:1-5) 
III. The provision for unity (2:6-11) 
IV. The application for unity (2:12-18) 

 
Verses 6-11 provide the crux or apex of Paul’s argument and appeal.   
 
The three key points of our Lord’s reconciliatory mission reminds the reader that if God can 
stoop, so can we.  If Jesus went the way of the cross for the purpose of reconciling God to man, 
then so can we.  And finally, if at the end of time the entire Story is about Jesus Christ as Lord, 
then it isn’t about us. 
 
Consider again this initial paragraph. 
 

I. The provision for unity (vv. 6-11). 
 

A. The deity of Jesus Christ (v. 6) - The conclusion we must come to is, “Jesus Christ 
is God.” 

B. The humility of Jesus Christ (vv. 7, 8) - The conclusion we must come to is, “Jesus 
Christ is the God/Man crucified.” 

C. The glory of Jesus Christ (vv. 9-11) - The conclusion we must come to is, “Jesus 
Christ is Lord.” 

 
II. The application for unity (vv. 12-18). 
 

A. Human response to the cross (v. 12) 
B. Divine initiative in the cross (v. 13) 

 
If we are to understand this text in light of the larger context could we not read the passage in 
the following manner? 
 

12 So then [because of Jesus, my dear brothers and sisters in Christ], just as you have always obeyed, not 
as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, [save yourself from relational strife by 
reconciling with one another in the church, having courage and fortitude in the face of this daunting 
task]; 13 for [to this end God worked in the cross], both to will [in you] and to work [through you] His 
good pleasure [of reconciling the world to Himself {2 Cor. 5:19; Col. 1:20]. 

 
The end to which Paul calls them is the end for which Christ died (v. 13).  God’s death 
brings reconciliation.  And it is to this end we must work.   



 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to have a God-

centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and systematic 

instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are 

invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian 

life. 

 

 

 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 
1. “What keeps you from reconciling with others?” I cannot answer this question for you.  

This is a question only you can answer as you are prompted by the Holy Spirit.  
2. Unless and until you let it go, you will continue to live in bondage and hold others in 

bondage. 
 


